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CECILY ANNE 
PATERSON

Cecily grew up overseas, going to boarding school in the Himalayan 
mountains and spending her holidays in the deserts of Pakistan. Her 
memoir, Love, Tears and Autism, won third prize in the ACBOY Awards in 
2006. She’s the author of six books for girls, including the CALEB Prize 
winner, Charlie Franks is A-OK, and the Amazon Breakthrough Novel 
Award semi-finalist, Invisible. Wombat Books has published two books in 
the Kangaroo Valley School series, Smart Girls Don’t Wear Mascara and her 

recent release How Not to be Popular.  

EMILY 
LARKIN

Emily holds a Doctorate in Creative Writing from the University of the 
Sunshine Coast. She is the author of The Whirlpool, a picture book 
published by Wombat Books in 2017. Emily’s fiction for teenagers and 
adults has featured in international and Australian journals including 
Meniscus, Seizure, Number Eleven Magazine and Literary Orphans. Emily 
has worked as a sessional tutor at the University of Queensland and the 
University of the Sunshine Coast, and presented at conferences including 

the CYA Conference and Voices on the Coast.

GEORGIE 
DONAGHEY

Georgie has written several picture books and tried her hand at adult 
murder mystery. In November 2011, she launched Creative Kids Tales — 
a website where emerging children’s authors could find tips, tricks, and 
display their work for others. Georgie has even taken her love of writing 
to the airwaves with The Author’s Shelf via community radio. In 2017, 
Georgie’s first picture book, Lulu, was re-released through Wombat Books. 
Her subsequent picture books, Clover’s BIG Ideas and In the Shadow of an 

Elephant were published with Little Pink Dog Books.  

EMILY 
LIGHEZZOLO

Emily Lighezzolo began her journey at Rhiza Press as the chosen candidate 
from The Australian Publishing Association’s Internship Program. She 
graduated with Distinction from a double degree in Professional Writing 
and Public Relations at Queensland University of Technology. Emily is a 
bookworm and always on the look out for the next story to share. She’s 
particularly passionate about giving youths a voice, leading to the 

emergence of the Rhiza Edge imprint for young adults.

DEBORAH 
KELLY

Deborah is the author of popular picture books including The Bouncing 
Ball, Jam for Nana and Chalk Rainbow. She also writes short stories for 
children, such as her first chapter series for children Ruby Wishfingers.  
Books in the series include Ruby Wishfingers: Skydancer’s Escape and 
Ruby Wishfingers: Hide and Seek. Deborah studied marine biology and 
has lived and worked in Japan and Scotland, now living in Australia with 
her husband, children, mice, fish and a puppy. She loves to visit schools, 

libraries and festivals to talk about writing and share her books. 

ALEESAH 
DARLISON

Aleesah Darlison has written forty-five books for children including picture 
books, chapter books, novels and series. She has won numerous awards 
for her writing including the 2015 Environment Award for Children’s 
Literature (Our Class Tiger) and an Australian Society of Authors (ASA) 
mentorship. Her picture book, Warambi, was a 2012 CBCA Notable Book 
and was shortlisted for the Eve Pownall Award and the Environment Award. 
Her picture book, Emerald: The Green Turtle’s Tale was shortlisted for the 

2018 Speech Pathology Book of the Year Awards.
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GIUSEPPE 
POLI

From a young age, Giuseppe has loved creating and making things up. 
In highschool, he crafted a role-playing game with his closest friend by 
writing stories and drawing artwork. Giuseppe attended the Arts Academy 
with Philip Blythe (illustrator of Pole to Pole) and finished as a leading 
Graduate. He also completed a  Pixar Masterclass on Story and Animation. 
Since 2014, Giuseppe has illustrated nine picture books. He loves creative 
collaborations and being able to make something that moves, inspires and 

brings joy and wonder to others. 

JOSIE 
MONTANO

  From age nine, Josie’s dream was to be an author and at age 13 she 
received her first rejection letter from Golden Books. Decades later, she 
is now an international award-winning author of over 60 books. Josie also 
writes under the pseudonym of Santomauro on the topic of autism. She’s 
always holding a pencil and writing down ideas. Josie wants to write until 
she’s a really, really, really old lady in a nursing home full of other authors.

KAT 
COLMER

Kat is a Sydney-based author who writes coming-of-age stories with 
humour and heart. Her debut YA novel, The Third Kiss, won the Romance 
Writers of America On the Far Side contest for best Young Adult Paranormal 
Romance. Kat speaks fluent German and looks forward to the day she’ll be 
able to read one of her novels in Deutsch. Kat has a Master of Education in 
Teacher Librarianship and loves working with teenagers and young adults. 

Kat’s novel Can’t Beat the Chemistry was released in April 2019. 
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KATE 
FORSYTH

Kate wrote her first novel at age 7 and has now sold more than a million 
books worldwide. She is a direct descendant of Charlotte Waring Atkinson, 
author of the first book for children ever published in Australia. Her 
Impossible Quest fantasy series was shortlisted for the REAL Awards and 
has been optioned for a film. Kate has a BA in literature, an MA in creative 
writing and a doctorate in fairytale studies. She is also an accredited master 
storyteller with the Australian Guild of Storytellers. Her picture book, Once, 

was published in April 2019.

KATE 
GORDON

Kate grew up in a very booky house, with two librarian parents, in a small 
town by the sea in Tasmania. In 2009, she applied for — and won — a Varuna 
fellowship. Kate’s first book, Three Things About Daisy Blue, was published 
in the Girlfriend series by Allen and Unwin. She has also written Thyla and 
Vulpi (Random House Australia), Writing Clementine (Allen and Unwin) 
and Twenty- five Memories of Viggo MacDuff (Odyssey Books). Her latest 
book, Girl Running Boy Falling, was longlisted in the 2019 CBCA Awards.

KATHY 
HOOPMANN

Kathy has written over twenty books for children and adults, best known 
for her photo-illustrated books on developmental and mental health. Her 
work sells widely in Australia, the US, the UK and the Middle East. She has 
been shortlisted for many literary awards, including the CBCA Award for 
All Cats Have Asperger Syndrome and has four times been awarded a 
silver Nautilus Award (US), given to books that make a better world. The 
simplicity, charm and insight of these books has made them must-haves 

for children and adults worldwide.  
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KATRINA 
ROE
Katrina is an author and radio presenter. 

Her books tackle real-life issues she has faced. Katrina’s first book, Marty’s 
Nut-Free Party, was shortlisted for the Speech Pathology Book of the 
Year Award. Her second book, Emily Eases Her Wheezes, was a CBCA 
Notable Book in 2015. Her third children’s book, Same, a true story about 
her brother Charlie’s cerebral palsy, was shortlisted for the Caleb Prize in 
2016. Her newest creation, Lily’s Balloon is a gentle, hopeful story about 

disappointment, loss and learning to let go.

PENNY 
JAYE

Penny writes books for children and older readers. She lives in western 
Sydney with her husband and three children and is studying for her 
Masters of Arts (writing and literature) at Deakin University. Penny enjoys 
the challenges and opportunities of juggling a busy family life with writing 
commitments, including doing author visits. Out of the Cages, published 
by Rhiza Edge, is her first young adult novel. It shines a light on the dark 

underbelly of child sex trafficking and provides a hopeful outlook.

RENÉE 
TREML

Renée is the author and illustrator of several award-winning picture books 
for children including One Very Tired Wombat (2013 CBCA shortlist 
Crichton Award for New Illustrator), Ten Little Owls (2017 CBCA Notable 
Book) and Once I Heard a Little Wombat (2016 Environment Award for 
Children’s Literature). Renée’s first graphic novel, Sherlock Bones and 
the Natural History Mystery, was inspired by her love of nature and her 
background in environmental science. She also creates illustrations for fine 

art prints, stationery and homewares.

ROSANNE 
HAWKE

Rosanne is an Australian author of over twenty books, among them Dear 
Pakistan, The Messenger Bird (2013 Cornish Holyer an Gof award for 
YA literature) and Taj and the Great Camel Trek (2012 Adelaide Festival 
Children’s Literature Award). Rosanne was an aid worker in Pakistan and 
the United Arab Emirates for ten years and now teaches creative writing at 
Tabor Adelaide. She is a bard of Cornwall and lives in rural South Australia 
in an old Cornish farmhouse. Her picture book, Chandani and the Ghost of 

the Forest, was published with Wombat Books in 2019.

LORA 
INAK

Lora began her writing journey aged ten, with a short story featuring an evil 
eyeball named Optic. She admits it wasn’t her finest work, but fortunately 
she kept on writing, resulting in her 2017 novel Unspoken Rules, a story 
about walking a cultural tightrope between your beliefs and your teenage 
freedoms. Lora is married with a son, daughter, rescue dog named Chloe 
and a persistent possum. She lives in the burbs of Melbourne, has a full-
time corporate job in Marketing, and a passion for food, Harry Potter and 

coloured pencils.

T.M CLARK

T.M. Clark was born in Zimbabwe and has lived in South Africa and 
England, but now calls Australia home. She combines her passion for 
storytelling with her love for Africa. Her first novel, My Brother-But-One, 
was shortlisted for the Queensland Literary Award 2014. She is also the 
author of novels Shooting Butterflies and Tears of the Cheetah, as well as 
a novella, The Avoidable Orphan, and a children’s picture book, Slowly! 

Slowly!, which are companion books to Child Of Africa.

If you have any questions please contact Wombat Books 
P: (07) 3245 1938 | E: wombat@wombatbooks.com.au | https://wombatbooksconference.wordpress.com/conference


